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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tlie fee set 
fortli in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 1/21/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 41-51, 53-54, 57, 60-62, and 64-66 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Further the examiner notes that claims 51 , 54, 57, and 60 are withdrawn from 
consideration. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 41-50, 53, 61-62 and 64-66 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Laval et al. in view Austin American Statesman and Gebb and 
Walker et al. 

Re claim 41, 61, 62, 65, and 66 Laval et al. discloses wherein the event is at 
least one of a game, an athletic even, a competition, a performance, a concert, and a 
tournament and further the event is an event which takes place at or in at least one of 
a stadium, an arena, a theatre, a movie theatre, a concert hall, a museum, and a 
performance hall (see at least, col. 5, lines 41-55), and further wherein the ticket for 
the entire event corresponds to a seat or seats at the at least one of a stadium, an 
arena, a theatre, a movie theatre, a concert hall, a museum, and a performance hall, 
for the event, wherein the ticket for the entire event (see at least, col. 6, 1-18: the 
examiner notes a "spot" can be a seat (e.g. at a stage) and further runs for the entire 
attraction (e.g. performance at a stage)). Further Laval et al. discloses that individuals 
who have access to these spots and decide not to return to access the attraction (e.g. 
stage) then the spots can be filled by other customers (see at least, col. 6, lines 1-18) 
via the use of a validator (see at least, col. 6, lines 19-25). The examiner notes it is 
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well known in the performance art a stage event would have a start time and an end 
time. 

Lavel et al. fails to disclose selling a ticket for portion of an event which remains 
after a start of the event and before a completion or a conclusion of the event and a 
ticket option for a portion of an event which remains after a start of the event and 
before a completion or a conclusion of the event and wherein the ticket for a portion of 
the event is derived from a ticket for an entire event, wherein the ticket for the event is 
purchased from a ticket issuer by a first individual having a ticket account; processing 
the information regarding a ticket request or a ticket option request with a processing 
device; generating at least one of a ticket availability message and a ticket option 
availability message with the processing device; and transmitting the at least one of a 
ticket availability message and a ticket option availability message to a communication 
device associated with or used by the second individual or a third individual and 
further receiving and storing information regarding an available ticket for a 
portion of an event which remains after a start of the event and before a 
completion or a conclusion of the event either prior to a start or a completion or 
a conclusion of the event or when the first individual or a third individual is 
leaving a venue of the event or leaving the event during the event and prior to a 
completion or a conclusion of the event, wherein the information regarding an 
available ticket for a portion of an event is transmitted from a first 
communication device and is received by a receiver wherein the processing 
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device processes the information regarding a ticket request or a ticket option 
request using the information regarding an available ticket 

But, Austin American Statesman discloses selling a ticket for portion of an event 
which remains after a start of the event and before a completion or a conclusion of the 
event and a ticket option for a portion of an event which remains after a start of the 
event and before a completion or a conclusion of the event and wherein the ticket for a 
portion of the event is derived from a ticket for an entire event, wherein the ticket for 
the entire event is purchased from a ticket issuer by a first individual, and further 
wherein the ticket for a portion of the event is purchased by or used by a second 
individual during the event and before the completion or conclusion of the event with a 
payment for use of the ticket for a portion of the event being made to the first 
individual (four or five day passes with a day or two not used which are sold to second 
individuals). Further Austin American Statesman discloses individuals leaving a 
venue of the event or leaving the event during the event and prior to a 
completion or a conclusion of the event. The examiner notes by selling off the 
ticket with unused days for the event the first individual would have to leave the 
event to make the sale to the second individual. 

It would be an obvious modification to Laval's queue based system and 
validator to provide customers with tickets that represent a value of unused portion of 
the tickets sold and resell the unused tickets to second individuals as taught by Austin 
American Statesman, the motivation being the promotion of maximizing the use of a 
ticket to avoid waste. 



Application/Control Number: 09/977,981 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3627 

Laval in view of Austin American Statesman fails to disclose wherein the ticket 
for the event is purchased from a ticket issuer by a first individual having a ticket 
account; processing the information regarding a ticket request or a ticket option 
request with a processing device; generating at least one of a ticket availability 
message and a ticket option availability message with the processing device; and 
transmitting the at least one of a ticket availability message and a ticket option 
availability message to a communication device associated with or used by the second 
individual or a third individual and further receiving and storing information 
regarding an available ticket wherein the information regarding an available 
ticket for a portion of an event is transmitted from a first communication device 
and is received by a receiver wherein the processing device processes the 
information regarding a ticket request or a ticket option request using the 
information regarding an available ticket 

But, Gebb discloses wherein the ticket for the event is purchased from a ticket 
issuer by a first individual having a ticket account (see at least, col. 5-col. 6, line 39: 
the sellers demographic info and address info and credit info and stores in a 
database); entering or receiving information regarding a ticket request or a ticket 
option request for at least one of a ticket for a portion of an event (the examiner notes 
a buyer input device 20 causes information to be entered re ticket request), 
processing the information regarding a ticket request or a ticket option request with a 
processing device (ticket system 30 processes the ticket request); generating at least 
one of a ticket availability message and a ticket option availability message with the 
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processing device (see at least, col. 8 lines 3-7: the examiner notes system 30 posts 
tickets available for resale); and transmitting the at least one of a ticket availability 
message and a ticket option availability message to a communication device 
associated with or used by the second individual or a third individual (the examiner 
notes the posting of the availability of tickets by the system 30 on the network is read 
as the transmitting of the message), further Gebb discloses the use of a kiosk for 
transacting at an event (col. 2, lines 51-62). [Claim 66] Further Gebb discloses 
receiving a response to the at least one of a ticket availability message and a 
ticket option availability message from a device (see at least, col. 8 lines 3-7 and 
FIG. 5), processing a transaction regarding a purchase of the at least one of a 
ticket (see at least, FIG. 5), transmitting information regarding the at least one of 
a ticket to a device (see at least, FIG. 5), and printing the ticket (see at least, FIG. 
5). 

It would be an obvious modification to Laval and Austim American Statesman's 
event based ticket to provide customers with the ability to sell and buy tickets online 
as taught by Gebb, the motivation being a convenient method of selling tickets on a 
secondary market to people such while maintaining confidence in the resale 
transaction and the availability and authenticity of a ticket (see a least, col. 2, lines 3- 
9). 

Laval in view of Austin American Statesman and Gebb fails to disclose further 
receiving and storing information regarding an available ticket wherein the 
information regarding an available ticket for a portion of an event is transmitted 
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from a first communication device and is received by a receiver wherein the 
processing device processes the information regarding a ticket request or a 
ticket option request using the information regarding an available ticket. 

But, Walker discloses receiving and storing information regarding an 
available ticket wherein the information regarding an available ticket for an 
event is transmitted from a first communication device and is received by a 
receiver wherein the processing device processes the information regarding a 
ticket request or a ticket option request using the information regarding an 
available ticket (see at least, abstract and col. 4, lines 46-67 and col. 8, lines 54- 
67 and FIG. 5) The examiner notes by asking for a refund of a ticl^et tlie 
processing device receives information regarding an available ticket and further 
the processing device can receive information regarding the request using the 
information of the available ticket 

It would be an obvious modification to Laval and Austim American Statesman's 
and Gebbs online bases selling of partial event based ticket to provide further 
information regarding the availability information of a ticket as taught by Walker, the 
motivation being a ticket method for controlling access to a venue which provides 
greater flexibility both to the ticket holder and the seller, encouraging holders to 
purchase more tickets and thereby creating more revenue for sellers, (see a least, col. 
4, lines 32-37). 
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Further with respect to Gebb's disclosure (the examiner notes similar 
motivation used for the combination): 

Re Claim 42: Gebb discloses an input device 20 which receives the posting of 
available tickets and thus receives a response to the at least one of a ticket availability 
message and a ticket option availability message, wherein the response is transmitted 
from the communication device. The ticket server 60 processes the transaction 
regarding a purchase of the at least one of a ticket for a portion of an event which 
remains after a start of the event and before a completion or a conclusion of the event 
and a ticket option for a portion of an event which remains after a start of the event and 
before a completion or a conclusion of the event. The motivation for combining is 
herein repeated. 

Re Claim 43: Gebb discloses a network device 40 transmitting information 
regarding the at least one of a ticket for a portion of an event which remains after a start 
of the event and before a completion or a conclusion of the event and a ticket option for 
a portion of an event which remains after a start of the event and before a completion or 
a conclusion of the event to the communication device (col. 8 line 60); and at least one 
of printing via a printer the at least one of a ticket for a portion of an event which 
remains after a start of the event and before a completion or a conclusion of the event 
and a ticket option for a portion of an event which remains after a start of the event and 
before a completion or a conclusion of the event and displaying via a display device 
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information regarding tlie at least one of a ticl<et for a portion of an event wliicli remains 
after a start of tlie event and before a completion or a conclusion of the event and a 
ticket option for a portion of an event which remains after a start of the event and before 
a completion or a conclusion of the event (kiosk prints ticket col. 8, line 63). The 
motivation for combining is herein repeated. 

Re claim 44: Gebb discloses payment database 116 effectuating a payment to 
an account associated with a seller of the ticket or the ticket option and effectuating a 
withdrawal from an account associated with the individual. The motivation for 
combining is herein repeated. 

Re Claim 45: Gebb discloses a ticket. The motivation for combining is herein 
repeated. 

Re claim 46: Gebb discloses ticket as alternatively "the right to sell an event 
ticket col. 3 lines 33,34 which is an option. The motivation for combining is herein 
repeated. 

Re claim 50: Gebb discloses a kiosk col. 8, line 63. The motivation for combining 
is herein repeated. 
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Re claim 53: Gebb discloses the second individual or the third individual being 
located at will call which is at the venue of the event (Col. 8 line 55). The motivation 
for combining is herein repeated. 

Re claims 47, 48, and 49: OFFICIAL NOTICE is taken of the use of the Internet 
and the World Wide Web to effect communication and the use of a wireless device or a 
wireless telephone or PDA to communicate. The motivation for this analysis is the ease 
of data access using potable devices. 

Re claim 64: OFFICIAL NOTICE is taken of the use of an Interactive 
Television as a means of communication for receiving information and 
purchasing items via electronic commerce means. The motivation for this 
analysis is the ease of data access using potable devices. 

Official Notice 

The examiner notes the applicant has not traversed the official notice's taken 
with the previous action mailed on 21-Nov-2006. Therefore the official notices of 
claims 47, 48, and 49 are made of record. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tliis comnnunication or earlier comnnunications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to Asfand M. Slieil<li wliose teleplione number is (571)272- 
1466. Tlie examiner can normally be reached on 9a-5p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan M. Zeender can be reached on (571)272-6790. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Asfand M. Sheikh 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
1/19/2009 

/Ramsey Refai/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



